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PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION OF
BLUE HILL HARBOR, MAINE

Syllabus

The distriet engineer is of the opinion that Blue Hill Harbor,
Meine is worthy of improvement provided it can be accomplished at a
_reasonable cost. He, therefore, recommends & survey of Blue Hill
Farbor to determine the exbtent, cost and advisability of the improve-
ment, and the proper basis of cooperation by local interests.

War Department
United States Engineer Office
Boston 16, Massachusetts
15 November 1945
Subject:- Preliminary examination of Blue Hill Harbor, Maine.
To: The Chief of Engineers, U. S. Army, through the Division
Engineer, New England Division, Boston 10, Mass.

l. Authority.- This report is submitted in compliance with
Section 6 of the River and Harbor Act approved 2 March 1945 (Publiec
Law No. 1L - 79th Congress) which reads in part as follows:

"Sec., 64 The Secretary of War is hereby authorized

and directed %o cause preliminary examinations and surveys

to be made at the following-named localities, « + » . ..

Blue Hill Harbor, Maine'.

2. Description.- Blus Hill Harbor is located on the nortlwest-
ern side of Blue Hill Bay, northwest of Long &nd Mount Desert Islandse
Morgan Bay, about 5 miles to the northedst, Union River, about 11 miles
to the northeast, Northeast Harbor, about 2, miles to the southsast,
and Bar Harbor, about 3l miles to the eastward, are small boat harbors
within easy cruising distance. Blue Fill Harbor comprises a large area
known as the outer harbor and a smaller area extending in a northwest-
erly direction to the Town of Biue Hill, the easterly portion of which
is oalled the middle harbor end the westerly portion the inner harbor.

The outer harbor is protected from northerly and westerly winds and

.
has depths ranging from 2l to ;8 feet. The middle harbor, with an



area in excess of L6 acres and having depths of 16 tb 28 feet, is open
to southeast storms but is otherwise secure. There is not sufficient
water in the inner harbor to provide anohorége even for small draft
vessels, except at hiéh tide. //

3« The mean renge of tide is 10,3 feet. There are no bridges
over the locality covered by this report and questions of shore line
changes, flood control, water power or othef-speéial subjects are nob
involved in the improvement under consideration. There have been no
prior reports on Blue Hill ﬁarbor. The 1oca1ity is shown on U, S.
Coast and Geodetic Survey Charts Nos. 307 and 1202, and on the map

which accompanies this report.

L. Tributary arca.- Blue Hill is the center of one of Maine's

older summer resort areas end is largely dependent for revenue uyon
serving vacation trade. Suﬁmer residents, most of whom come from
other states, have built up.the shore iine at Blue Hill so that up-
wards of 80% of the 15 miles of the fronfage is now occupied with
valuable estates and summer homes. There are no longer industrial
or manufacturiﬁg coneerns in the town, although at 6ne time granite
quarrying and lumbering were carried on close by.

5« Terminal and transfer facilities.- At the upper end of the

inner herbor there is located the town wharf., This wharf, which is
of the solid fill type, is open to the public at no charge. There is
no witer here at low tide. On Peters Point the remains of the old
steamship dock are avallable to tie up to. However, the state of dis-
repair of this structure, together with its distence from the villagé,

combine %o make it undesirable for use except in an emergency.

6. Improvement desired.- A hearing was held at Blue Hill,
2ine on 18 July'l9h5 in. order to ascertain the improvement desired.
A large number of citizens of the town, together with summer resi-

dents, were present at the meeting, which was well attended,
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7+ The improvément desired is a channel 100 féet wide and &
feet deep at mean low water, extending fréﬁ the old steamship wharf
at Peters Point to the municipal wharf at the head of the harbor, and
& basin of the same depth and about 350'feet squére at the end of the
channel. -

8. | It wes brought out at the hearing thut prior to the war Blue
- Hill Earbor was rapi&ly becoming the genter of yachting activities for
Blue Hill Bay, and it is expected that this growth will continue with
the return to normalecy. The lack of water in the inner harbor has
pcted as a deterrent in this growth. It was felt that a channel to
the town wharf, together with é suitable basin, would enable boats to
more easily secure supplies and services at Blue Hill, There is a
good machine shop in the town equipped to handle any needed repairé
on boats coming into the harbor. At the present time such repairs
are accomplished with difficulty because of the lack of a channel. bo
the town wharf. An excellent hospital which serves the surrounding
communities is located at Blue Hill. Blue Hill Harbor is centrally
located with respect to other small boat harbors,. ,.

3+ There are some fisherﬁen and lobstermen who work out of
Blue Hill Harbor when conditions permit. Because of the hacessity
of carrying their gasoline and other supplies‘to the boats, and
carrying their catch from the boats, the harbor is not particularly
inviting, |

10, The Town of Blue Eill has somé town propefty fronting on
the harbor that might be utilized as s partial spoil ares, if the
material is excavated by a hydraulic dredge.

11, Commerce.,- There is no commerce in Blue Hill Harbor.

12, Vessel traffic.- Vessel traffic at Blue Hill Harbor has

been limited to pleasure yachts. This traffic fell off considerably
during the war years, but based upon the activity prior thereto, it

is expected to increase in the future.
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15. Difficulties attending navigation.- The principal diffidulty

with which navigation must contend is the lack of sufficient water in
the inner harbor dnd a channel leading to the town wharf. Under
present conditions, passage of vessels to the wharf is imﬁossible at
low stages of the tide.

1. Discussion.- Blue Hill Harbor is one of Maine's oldest sum-
mey resorts and is potentially one of the better harbors suited for
use¢ as & yachting center, It lms a safe entrance, an anchorage that
is sheltered and well protected from most storﬁs, and is centrally.
located as regards obher recreational boéting centers. It has failed
to fully realize these potentialities because of the shallow water
and the rather long distance from the existing anchorage to the town.
The increase in recreational boating previous to the war was encourag-
ing and it is expected that under normal conditions this growth will
continue, especially if a channel and basin is developed in the inner
harbor.

15. Under exiséing conditions yachtsmen cannot easily aveil
themselves of the service facilities now located in the town. These
facilities jnclude fuel stations, a well equipped machiﬁe shop, and
other shops serving the needé of the small hoatman., The town wharf
is open to all without charge and it was indicated that any needed
improvements, such as gasoline pumps, would be provided if the dredg-
ing is donc. An excellent hospital is available at Bluve Hill to ears
for any cmergencies. 1In spite of the good fishing and lobstering in
the vieinity, the fishing industry is negligible because of the diffi-
cultics attendiﬁg the servicing of the boats.

16. Local interest in the desired improvement appeared to be
high and it is thought probable that contributions locally would be
fortheoming if required. The furnishing of spoil areas by the town

is also a possibility.

-l -



17. Conclusion.- The district engineer is of the opinion that
~the improvement of Blue Hill Harbor, Maine, is warrented provided it
con be nccomplished at a ropsonable cost.

18 Recommendation.- In view of the foregoing, the distriet

engineer recommends a survey of Blue Hill Harbor, Maine, to deter=~
mine the extent, cost and advisability of the improvement, and the

proper basis of cooperation by local inbterests.

T, EUNT,

Colonel,’Corps of Engineers,
Distriect Engineer.

Inclosure:
Map
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